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Inside this issue: 

Dr. Pat Shane has been 
elected as the NSTA 
President-Elect and will 
assume the duties after 
induction in Boston, MA 
at the NSTA National 
Convention in March.  
Wow, what wonderful 
news for Pat, North Caro-
lina science leaders and 
for our own organization! 
 
Through leadership posi-
tions (including Presi-
dent) in the North Caro-
lina Science Teachers 
Association, National Sci-
ence Teachers Associa-
tion, North Carolina Sci-
ence Leadership Asso-
ciation, and National Sci-
ence Education Leader-
ship Association, Dr. Pat 
Shane has led me and 
hundreds of other sci-
ence teachers to engage 
in activism for science by 
joining the professional 
organizations.  Further, 
she encourages ex-
tended involvement by 
thoughtfully recommend-
ing committee involve-
ment or seeking election 
to office.  Dr. Shane, 
along with two other 
North Carolina science 
leaders, created the 
North Carolina Science 
Leadership Fellows Pro-
gram to foster the devel-
opment of science edu-
cation leaders in North 
Carolina through enhanc-

ing professional compe-
tence and developing 
leadership abilities.  This 
program now serves as a 
model for other science 
leadership mentoring pro-
grams on the national 
level and in other states.  
Dr. Shane continues to 
be an active facilitator for 
this program.   
 
So, why am I devoting a 
whole column to the 
news of Dr. Shane?  Be-
cause, Dr. Shane’s elec-
tion serves as an exam-
ple of how active involve-
ment in this leadership 
organization enhances 
the influence of science 
both in the personal 
arena and in the profes-
sional organization.  Dr. 
Shane frequently tells her 
personal story of being 
“led” to be involved in 
professional organiza-
tions by Jo Duckett Wal-
lace.  The mentoring did-
n’t just include an invita-
tion to join; the invitation 
was supported through 
introductions to other 
leaders and enhancing 
Dr. Shane’s network of 
science leaders to call 
upon.  That network, 
which began with just an 
invitation to join, has 
served to support Dr. 
Shane in election to the 
top office in two national 
science organizations.   

 
The great news is the 
network is continuing to 
grow as Jo Duckett Wal-
lace and many other 
leaders that have sup-
ported Dr. Shane to 
reach this honorable 
position continue to nur-
ture new leaders.  Many 
of you have impacted 
the lives of young sci-
ence leaders through an 
invitation to join our 
wonderful organization.  
I encourage you to con-
tinue to seek out those 
potential leaders, en-
courage them to be in-
volved by sponsoring 
them to our Spring 
NCSLA Meeting, and 
then, support them to 
build a network of col-
leagues.  
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Pat Shane will be installed as 
President-Elect of NSTA in 
Boston in March. 
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The NCSLA Fall 2007 
Meeting was held on 
Wednesday, November 
14, 2007 at The Koury 
Convention Center in 
Greensboro.  
 
Our membership meeting 
was held from 1:00 – 4:30 
pm. Dr. Jerry Valadez, K-
12 Science Coordinator 
for the Fresno Unified 
School District and Co-
Director of the Central 
Valley Science Project, 
was the Keynote speaker. 
Jerry’s presentation was 
“Science Classrooms that 
Work for English Learner 
Students.” This interactive 
session focused on how 
teachers can support 
English acquisition 
through science using a 

lesson design modified 
through the use of re-
search-based instruc-
tional strategies. 
 
A reception, sponsored by 
Glencoe/McGraw-Hill 
Publishers, was held from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm. The din-
ner meeting, sponsored 
by Fisher Science Educa-
tion, began at 6:30 pm.  
 
The 2007 NCSLA Her-
man Gatling Award, spon-
sored by Carolina Biologi-
cal Supply Company, was 
given to Dr. Fran Nolan, 
Executive Director of the 
Grassroots Science Mu-
seum Collaborative. 
 
Our dinner speaker was 
Dr. Lin Chambers, Physi-

cal Scientist in Climate 
and Radiation Studies 
from NASA, Langley Re-
search Center. Lin’s pres-
entation, “Science in the 
Information Age,” demon-
strated ways to incorpo-
rate current data from 
NASA into the teaching of 
mathematics and science 
in pre-college grades. 
She distributed teaching 
materials, including infor-
mation about the CERES 
S’COOL Project and the 
MY NASA DATA Project. 
Five CERES instruments 
currently orbit the Earth to 
study the effect of clouds 
on energy transfers in the 
Earth System, and their 
effect on our climate. 

and paste the entire URL into 
your browser or visit http://
www.ncsla.net/vote.html for a 
'clickable' link. If you are un-
able to access the ballot, con-
tact the web master at 
beth@seven-oaks.net. 

· Enter your last name and 
membership number at the top 
of the page. Your membership 
number may be found on the 
mailing label of the Super-
Views newsletter. It is a 4 digit 
number. If you cannot find your 
membership number, contact 
the web master at 
beth@seven-oaks.net.  

· Select 1 candidate each for 
President-Elect and 2 candi-
dates for Director-at-Large. For 
information on the candidates, 

This year NCSLA will be conduct-
ing its annual elections online. 
Candidate profiles will be avail-
able on the NCSLA website. We 
hope the electronic format will 
make it convenient for members 
to participate in the election. 

The following offices are up for 
election: 

· President-Elect  
· 2 Directors-at-Large 

To cast your ballot (starting March 
1): 

· Visit the following link 
http://www.telusys.net/gbp/
nph-bdisplay1?
&eid=4365082692048748 
If the link does not work, copy 

click on View next to the 
candidate's name.?  

· Click on Cast Your Ballot. 
The polls are open March 1 to 
March 21, 2008. 

Results will be announced at the 
spring membership meeting. To 
plan on attending the spring 
membership meeting, visit http://
www.ncsla.net/meetings/ for 
details as they become avail-
able. 

If you have any questions or 
problems, please contact the 
web master at beth@seven-
oaks.net 

Karen Charles, Chairperson 

2007 Fall Meeting in Review 

NCSLA Election Time:  Cast Your Vote! 

Dr. Jerry 

Valadez 

 &  

Dr. Lin 

Chambers  
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The 2007 Herman Gatling 
Award was awarded to 
Fran Nolan at the annual 
fall meeting held on No-
vember 14, 2007 in 
Greensboro.  The Her-
man Gatling Award for 
Outstanding Science Edu-
cation Leadership in 
North Carolina goes to 
the person who has ex-
emplified the high stan-
dards the late Herman 
Gatling of Durham County 
set in his job and in his 
life. This award recog-
nizes the recipient as the 
outstanding science edu-
cation leader in the state 
of North Carolina. Her-
man was given the first 
award posthumously in 
1989.  This award is gen-
erously sponsored by 
Carolina Biological Supply 
Company.  Herman’s 
wife, Emma Gatling, and 
George Ross of Carolina 
Biological were in atten-
dance to present the 
award to Fran. 

Fran has served science 
education in North Caro-
lina for over thirty years 
as a science teacher, an 
administrator at the De-
partment of Public In-
struction, and as an Edu-
cation Curator at the NC 
Zoological Park.  One of 
his zoo programs in-
cluded the Elephants of 
Cameroon that served 
classrooms in all 50 
states and nearly 100 
countries.  In addition, 
Fran has served as a 
leader with the NC Sci-
ence Olympiad for many 
years. 
 
Fran’s current position is 
as the Executive Director 
of the North Carolina 
Grassroots Science Mu-
seums Collaborative.  
Established in 1990 in 
order to strengthen the 
programs of eight science 
and technology centers in 
North Carolina, the col-
laborative now includes 

twenty-five science cen-
ters and two affiliates. 
Through Grassroots, Fran 
assists North Carolina 
science centers in ad-
dressing statewide issues 
relating to museums, tour-
ism, industry, and basic 
math and science instruc-
tion.  As one of his nomi-
nators states, “He exem-
plifies leadership in sci-
ence education.”  We 
congratulate him on this 
well deserved recognition. 

financial problems 
arise.  Members are in-
vited to contribute to the 
trust fund.  NCSLA is non
-profit organization and all 
contributions are tax de-
ductible.  For more infor-
mation contact the treas-
urer, Beth Harris, at 
beth@seven-oaks.net. 
 
 

At the November meet-
ing, the NCSLA Board 
voted to create a trust 
fund for the organiza-
tion.  This trust fund will 
hold at least one year's 
operating budget.  This 
fund will provide a 
safety net for the organi-
zation and will be used 
to ensure the continua-
tion of NCSLA and its 
services if unforeseen 

Fran Nolan Receives Gatling Award 

Trust Fund 

Fran Nolan was 

presented the 

2007 Herman 

Gatling Award 

by Emma 

Gatling and 

George Ross.  

Page 3 Spring, Volume 1, Issue 2  

Nominations for the Distinguished Service Award are being taken at this time.  Form can be submitted through our website. 

NCSLA Fellows 

The NCSLA Fellows program 

is a wonderful opportunity to 

expand your interest, knowl-

edge and awareness of leader-

ship for science education re-

form.  Fellows collaborate with 

others in the science field and 

are able to work with instruc-

tors who mentor and assist 

them through the two-year 

cohort. The networking in-

volved enables you to be a 

better leader as you make 

contacts throughout the state.  

Through team building and 

self-reflective activities, mem-

bers in this cohort gain an in-

depth understanding of 

change, using technology for 

change, and facilitating change 

in science teachers and sci-

ence teaching.  
Our January session provided 

training in Facilitative Leader-

ship and additionally, sup-

ported the members by estab-

lishing Fellow mentors. 

Lisa Mackey, 07-09 Fellow 
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state science curriculum 
issues. 
 
The 2008 NCSLA Distin-
guished Service Award, 
sponsored by Fisher Sci-
ence Education, will be 
announced at this event.  
Our newly elected officers 
will also be installed.  
 
To register for the NCSLA 
meeting, visit our web 
site, http://www.ncsla.net/. 
Registration information 
will be available on the 
web site March 15, 2008. 
 
 
 
 

The NCSLA Spring 2008 
Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, April 24, 2008 
at The Carolina Inn in 
Chapel Hill. A reception, 
sponsored by Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston, 
will be held from 6:00 – 
7:00 pm. 
 
The dinner meeting, 
sponsored by Carolina 
Biological Supply Com-
pany, will begin at 7:00 
pm. Our speaker this year 
will be Dr. Edd Dunlap, 
the Middle and Secondary 
Science Section Chief at 
the NC Department of 
Public Instruction. He will 
provide an update on 

Registration is open for 
the NSELA Summer 
Leadership Institute in 
Asheville, NC.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
take a district team and 
build professional devel-
opment capacity through 
this extraordinary training.  
Dr. Lois Easton and Dr. 
Steve Quate will provide 
in-depth instruction in 
“Powerful Professional 
Learning in Science”.  
Participants will receive 
the book Powerful De-
signs for Professional 
Learning.  Visit the 
NSELA website at 
www.nsela.org to register 
today and to enjoy learn-
ing in the NC mountains! 

Spring Meeting:  Carolina Inn, Chapel Hill 

We are on the web! 
www.ncsla.net 
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All of us at NCSLA 

mourn the loss of 

our beloved  
colleague, Ernest 

Bibby, who died on 

February 20.  


