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The Politics of Change 
 in  

Science Education 

…that if you are waiting for what you 

want to have happen in Science 

Education to come from the outside ……

you are in for a long wait! 

Reality and history has taught me… 

What you teach. 

How you teach. 

How you assess what is being learned. 

What matters most is… 

• Expand our thinking on the poli t ics of change. 

• Explore resource strategies for science.  

• Stimulate your resolve to leading the change! 

Intention for Our Session… 
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My Context (or Is It Bias?) 

School superintendent 

Business/Education non-profit executive director 

NC SMT Education Center 

I’ve Been Asked to Address Two Key Areas 

1.  Processes/mechanisms to enhance resource 
allocation to rural LEAs 

2.  Current and potential avenues to improve student 
engagement in science research and competition  

Do you know how much is  a l lot ted to the schools? 

Do you know how i t  is  being spent  and on what? 

You have to be the voice -  the conscience of  
needed science resources.  

You have to be the CHAMPION on the VALUE of  
science to the students,  schools,  and community.  

Resource Allocations Begin With You! 

• Regular  instruct ional  suppl ies 
• Low weal th funds 
• Smal l  schools funding 
• DSSF 
• Local  funding  
• Federal  funds – var iety based on local  p lan 

Primary LEA Resources 
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Internal ly  

• Teacher  needs and dai ly  di lemmas 

• Principals ’ customers and many voices 

• Superintendents and Boards of  Educat ion 

Are you thinking school house to statehouse? 
 Who are your potential partners?  

External ly  
• County Commissioners 

• Chambers of  Commerce/Educat ion Foundat ions 

• Higher  Educat ion 

• Businesses/Scient i f ic  Community  

• Legislat ive Leaders 

Are you thinking school house to statehouse? 
 Who are your potential partners?  

• Begin  wi th  the  publ ic ’s  a t t i tude  toward  sc ience  

• Craf t  a  compel l ing  message about  sc ience  

• How does sc ience  a f fect  us? Our  communi ty?  

• Think ing about  sc ience  across  a l l  subjects  

• Bring the  communi ty  in to  the  school  

• Take your  school  out  to  the  communi ty  

• Be in  i t  for  the  long haul  

Becoming the Voice of Science Education 

• Starts with teacher leadership and init iat ive 
• Start  where you are,  no matter how small  
• Earn leadership support  -  i t  is essential  
• Assess and build community partnerships 
• Develop a plan 
• Empower student to student relat ionships 
• Cult ivate community awareness 
• Celebrate success 

Increasing Student Engagement 
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I t  a l l  be g in s  w i t h  t e a c her  kn ow l e dg e  o f   
m a t h  a nd  s c ien c e  c on t e n t .   

• Make  ado les ce n t  r e ad i ng  a  p r i o r i t y  
• Acce le ra te  cu r r i c u l um  f o r  s t r u g g l i ng  s t uden t s  
• Be t t e r  p repa re  s t ud en t s  f o r  A l g e b r a  I  b y  g r a d e  e i g h t  o r  n i ne  
• Teach  i nqu i r y - ba sed  sc i e n c e  
• Suppo r t  p ro fe ss i o na l  dev e lo p men t  o f  t e ac h e rs  an d  schoo l  

 p r i nc i pa l s  
• Bu i l d  s t u den t  a sp i r a t i on s  f o r  c o l l e g e ,  a d vanc e d  t r a i n i ng  a n d  

 ca ree r s -  educ a t i on  p l a n n in g ,  a n d  
• Deve lop  and  a dop t  a  v i s i on  f o r  t he  m id d le  g r a d e s .   

SREB Leader Gene Bottoms 
Message to NC Legislators – November 2009 

Tom Wil l iams 
twil l iams@edall iances.com 

919-815-6658 

Contact Information 

Follow Up Session 

    H u m a n       T e c h n i c a l         F i n a n c i a l  

S u p p o r t  

E n h a n c e  

I n n o v a t e  

C o n t a c t :  T h o m a s  J .  W i l l i a m s  
t w i l l i a m s e d a l l i a n c e s . c o m  

Partnership Matrix 
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